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Mr Shane Love; Mr Terry Redman 

AGRICULTURE — DOPPLER RADAR TECHNOLOGY 

531. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Regional Development: 
I refer to the recent announcement of royalties for regions funding to install Doppler radar technology. Can the 
minister please explain how this technology will benefit farmers in my electorate and other parts of the 
wheatbelt? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 
I thank the member for Moore very much for the question. Of course, as a person with farming interests and 
whose electorate also has significant farming interests, the member is acutely aware of the challenges of farming, 
and hence the government had an opportunity to help the Western Australian farming community. Recently, the 
Minister for Agriculture and Food and I announced that $23 million of royalties for regions funds would be used 
towards three Doppler radars to be located in Lake Grace, Wubin and Merredin. They will be strategically 
located to cover the wheatbelt. With a 200 kilometre scanning radius, they are able to bring a higher level of 
technology to weather forecasting and are also able to predict wind changes in a much more real-time way. That 
allows the farming community timely decision-making in terms of fertiliser application, sprays and other 
decisions around livestock and the like. In the long term, it is expected that this will increase and improve 
productivity and it also will help with things such as animal welfare and of course timely decision-making about 
key aspects of the farming process over the course of the year. The government’s past investments in weather 
stations—there are a number of weather stations that the Department of Agriculture and Food has right across 
the southern part of the state—means that with that information, coupled with the Doppler radar system, we can 
calibrate very closely what actually occurs out there from a weather perspective. That means that insurance 
products that the commercial market can bring to the farming community are much more likely to happen. By 
giving good timely information, they are able to predict risk over time and therefore the commercial people can 
come in and put those sorts of products into the market. This is a huge opportunity for the farming community of 
Western Australia and we are really, really pleased that once again strong support from royalties for regions is 
making a difference in regional Western Australia. We know what the opposition thinks about agriculture in 
Western Australia, because the Premier did a really good job yesterday talking about what this government is 
doing to help the Western Australian farming community, and this is just another example—$23 million to 
support high-resolution digital radar. It is good decision-making that is supporting the productivity of 
Western Australian farmers. What a fantastic outcome this government is delivering to that community. 
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